An Enquiry into the Queſtig!” 
Where the Swallow, the Nicurincars, tler | 
Woopcocx, the Fier.DFARE, Srokx, and other 
Birds of Paſſage reſide, when Abfent from us. 


F any one ſhould eſteem this Enquiry as a Thing 
of little or no Conſequence, it may be anſwered, that 
there ate many Things in Nature very inconſiderable 
| themſelves, and yet are of great Importance, when their 
Uſe and End come to be better known. For Example 
One would admire why Eclipſes ſhould take up ſo much 
the Conſideration of Aſtrologers, ſince an Eclipſe in it ſelf 
is a meer Nothing, only a Priuation, only a Shadow of very 
ſhort, durance, and no more in reality, than a Man's put - 
ting his Hand between his Eye and the Candle: 
nd yet this little Privation, this mere Nen Entity, this little 
Shadow, and ſhort. Darkneſs, gives the grace Lights to Aſtre- 
nomy, to meaſure and comprehend at ſuch a Diſtance the vaſt 
Magnitudet and Motious of the Heavenly/Orbs. This being pre- 
miſed, we'll proceed in our Enquiry as follows: 
The Syſtem of Copernicus being now the moſt generally re- 
ceived as true, vis, That the Moon's Body («1 alſe the ether gu 
Planets) is of a f like our Earth, but not fo big, 
And conſequently has in it Land and Water, Mountains 
Rallies, Fields, Meadows, Woods, Groves, Rzwvers, & Seats a 
And alſo that it has about it an Aimſpbere of Fupeurs and 
* that ariſe from it, with Clouds, Rein, Mie, Fg, &c. 
juſt as is about our Earth, which we here inhabit, 1 
By Conſequence has a convenient and ſufficient Hebire- 
tien for any Fowls that may arrive thither from any of 
the other Planets, in caſe they do but arrive thither, and 
which Arrival is the Thing now tg be enquired. into. 
And in which our Enquiry, it ſhall be eſtabliſhed) for = 
Principle, that That is the moſt True, which is the eaſteſt dtducible 
from Obſervation and Experience. This Syſtem e 
being thus received as to be depended on, an An to 
our preſent Queſtion may be, That is is net ar all impoſſible, but + 
highly probable, that the Swallow, the Nightingalt, the Woadtocks 
the Fieldfare, the Redftait, the Stork, and other Fowlt of Paſſage 
that appear with us only at certain Seaſons, do-paſt and repaſs be- 
tween this our World and the Moon, whidh is the neareſt ta 1 of 
all the Planets. To prove which we. will. firſt conſider, chat. 
If theſe Birds did in the Time of their Abſence from us, re- 
* any whe Jn. he our Earth, at _ > another 
the Place wo been diſcovered, which. not at 
all appear in any Hiſtory. A Taere 
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There have been indeed 


Stories of Swallows lying in Hole: 


in the Bottoms of 1 but ſo improbable, that no reaſo. 


nable Perſon can believe cold Water and Earth to be Quar. 
ters warm enough for ſuch Summer Creatures. 
Others tell us of Heaps of 'Swatows lying in the Clifts 
of Rocks near the Sea, but ſcarce any one ever- yet ſpoke 
with the. Perſon that ſw them; And again ſome curious 
Perſon or other inquiſitive into the Nature of Things, 
ſhould have procured ſome of thoſe Sleeping Swallows to have 
obſerved the Progreſs of Nature concerning them, which we do 
not find that any one ever did. The like has been ſaid of 
Cuckows found in the Winter-time in a hollow Tree, but 
who ever yet ſaw any Number of them ? If aay One of theſe 
Birds may have been found, it may poſſibly have happened, 
as of a Woodcock ſaid to have been taken at Midſummer, but he 
was all Louzy: This, if true, might be, that perhaps the 
Creature was ſick or wounded at the Time he ſhould have 
been gone, and ſo perhaps was left behind his Companions. 
And indeed it may be wondred at, that no curious Per. 
ſon ſhould have, by Pinioning them, preſerved ſome of theſe 
Fewls, to ſee if they would live with us all the Year, or not. 
Again, Others tell us of a Heldfare or two found in deſo- 
late Moores and Northern Parts, but whyt is all this to the 
Multitudes we have of theſe and other Birds of Paſſage in 
their Seaſons which come in fuch mighty Flocks to us ? 
And which Coming is ſo ſudden, that it is juſt as if they 
dropt down upon us from above: In Woodcocks eſpecially, tis 
remarkable that upon an Eafterly Wind about the End of 
October, they will ſeem to have come all in one Night: 
For tho the Day before None were ſeen, yet next Morn- 
Ing they will appear almoſt in every Buſh eſpecially in 
the Weſt of England, where they are moſt plentiful. 
Nor is it perceived that they are in the Eaſtern Parts 
ſooher than in the more Weſtern, nor that they fly Weſt. 
| wards when they are raiſed to the Wing, more than to any 
other Quarters ; whereas if they came from a y Eaſterly 
Coaſt, tis likely their Tendency. to ſpread themſelves far. 
ther, would be from thoſe con: from whence they came: 
They are as it were ſprinkled all over a Country in a Night's 
Time, & where there are Springs whoſe Steams contribute 
moſt to the Attraction of them, they fall the plentifulleſt. 
So chat it may very well be ſuppoſed that at their firſt 
2 they Hover aloft where the Attraction is weak: 
And that when they firſt come to the outmoſt Parts of Our 
"Atmoſphere, they there Try the Air, to take hold of thoſe 
Steams that are moſt agreeable to them, & There they forrh- 
with drop right down. And in the fame manner the Swallow, 
. are alſo ſcattered about all in a Nights time, Theile 


KI&S 


age rambled too far owt of his Way from his Companions : 


) * 
There is an Account of one ſingle Bird that in his Paſ- 


The Story is this. A Ship out at Sea much farther from 
Land than any Birds uſed to be found, diſcovered a Bird aloft 


in the Air, hovering over them, as high as they could dif- 


cern; which Bird deſcended towards them, & made diverſe 
Round over the Veſſel, and at laſt lighted on the Deck, & 
it was a Woodcock, ſo wearied that they took it up with their 
Hands, and the Maſter of the Veſſel afferted, that it 
came not from any Coaft, but Downright from ABOVE. © 
As to the-Flying of theſe Birds, tis manifeſt that thoſe 
of them that take up their Abode when they come amongſt 
us near the Sea-ſhoar, do never when diſturbed offer to- 
wards the Sea, but ſhelter themſelves again as ſoon as they 
can on the Land.: From whence we may very well conclude 
that they never came from any Part of 7his Earth that 
lies beyond Our Seas, for they would never venture all at 
ence over any Sea or great Breadth -of Water, which they 
muſt do, ſhould they come from any Parts beyond Our Seas: 
All which makes it highly probable that they come only 
from ſomewhere ABOVE. As to the Fieldfare alſo, tis ob- 
ſerved. the ſame as of the Woodcock, that they ſhun the Seas: 
Or elſe why do they not better ſhifr for themſelves in 


a very cold Seaſon, by getting over to France, Spain, or 


other warmer Countries, rather than ſtarve here, as Multi- 
tudes of them do in deep Snows and exceſſive hard Froſts. 
From whence it plainly appears that 'they are no 
Beyond-Sea Birds, nor never came into this Iſland from any 
other Part of 7his Our Earth, but that they come down di- 
realy upon us when our Climate agrees to them as they 
view and perceive it above in the Outſide of Our Atmoſphere. 
The Swallow, Cuckow, Swift, Marten, Nightingale, Stork, and 
other Summer Birds make but very ſhort Flights and always 
ſhun the Seas, tho the Swallow, the Swift, and the Marten, 
ſometimes indeed for to take Flies or to Drink, do dip & 
play over the freſh Waters, but NEVER go far on the 
Sea, which plainly ſhews them to be no Beyond-Sea Birds. 
Again, The Swallow, the Sterk, the Swife, & Martin, about 
the Time of their Departure gather together in Flocks, and 
make a very chearful and chattering Noiſe before the 
take tkeir farewell, and Fly-very High, but are NEVE 
ſeen to take to the Sea: Nor is it probable that they are in 
any lurking Holes to ſleep & hide themſelves in: : 
For then they ſhou'd be more Dull, Melancholy & Droop- 
ing towards their going thus to ſleep, whereas their Chear. 
fulneſs and Singing, rather ſeems to intimate that the 
have ſome great Deſign and attempt to ſer upon, and whic 
is to get and ſoar UP above Our Atmoſphere : "i 


\ 


fledg'« 
their *p 
s ſo well an 


a particular Text in the Prophet Jeremiah, ch 8. ver. 7. 


' which is not ſaid of any other Birds: 


And ſo to Fly away to 6 Bogy, or ld, 


which of all the Planets muſt be the Mon, it being the be: 
neareſt to them, and Firf other World they can arrive at. oy 
But there is one Obſervation, which ſeems fully to prove He 
the prefent. Opinion, and that is, the Proceeding of the I He 
Stork, a plentiful Bird every Summer in Haland, breeding on on 
e Tops of of the Chimneys in all the Towns there. th 
, Thete Bir s when they have bred, and their Young fully I up 
about the End of September when the Time of 
arture draws nigh, they all of them to a Bird (as «i 
; 5 known to the Inhabitants, that no No- th 
tice is taken of them, but they paſß as yearly Viſiters MW fo 


7 coming nd going) gather togather in à great ſpacious 


| :RDy Place near Amſterdam, called Heerlom-Meer: ar 
The Stork being all here gathered together, they conti · ¶ th 

nue ſome Days making a very chattering Noiſe to call one 
the laſt of them is come into their Rendevouz: A 


W till 
hen, in ſhe midſt of this Noiſe there is a ſudden. Silence ¶ fi 


for a ſhot! Time, after which they ALL riſe together, & MW us 
Ely in one Flock or Cloud ſo great, that they coyer at their w 
Riſing even the Earth, & in à manner darken the very Sky : to 

. Being riſen from che Ground, they fetch ſeveral great cl 
Rounds and Circles, ſonring higher, and bigher, bill at laſt © 
ths great Cloud of Birds that at firſt covered the Surface of I as 
the Earth, and darkened the very Sky right over the Place of a- 


their cen appears leſs and leis by Degrees, as they ce 


Sogr more and more away, & on high right ſtrait up (whic w 
is no manner Of Way te any ther Part of this Our Earth) MW 


til they come to appear no bigger than a Man's Hand, and F. 


ey T | 
at leſt diſappear, and are ſeen no more till the next April: A 


When in 2 Nights Time, all on « ſudden in « Morning 0 
every City ſhall be full of them, tho not one of them was tl 
to be ſeen the Day before, this every Child in Holland knows: Ml is 


All which makes the Probability beyond Diſpute of their 
Dropping DOWN on a ſudden from their Winter Quarters MW 4 
the Moon. And whar ſtill. confirms this Opinion more, is | 


#he Swallow 0 es the Time of their coming. T 
The Latin Text has it Ciconia IN Cælis, The Stork IN the 
Heavens: What we are now to take Notice of is the Differ- 
ence between the Words Is the Heavens, and Of the Heavens. 
Now whenever in the Scripture mention is made of other 
Birds with relation to the Heavens, tis in the latter Ex- 
reſſion, and they are always called Fow!s OF the Heaven:: 
And only theſe Fowls of Paſſage are ſaid to be IN the 
Heavens, when they know their Times of coming to — 


The Stork IN the Heavens ktnower h her appointed Times, and 


we A, a =_— 4 © 2 0 
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eld, And indeed the Expreflion IN rhe Heaven, is only aſcti. 
the bed in the Scrirure to thoſe 1 One have a e 
t. out of Ow Earth. Now Fowls that are ſaid to be OF ebe 
rove I Heavens, are ſuch as fly and wander about only in the Aerial 
the Heavens, to ſhew their Difference from Animals that can 
; on only walk upon the Earth, and therefore are called Fowls of - 
re. i the Heavens, or belonging to that Part of Our Atmoſphere 
ully W up 4bove which we commonly and g. call the Heavens. 
e of WM Bur the Expreſſion IN the Heavens is ſomething more, 
(as wiz. a Kind of an Abode for fix Months together in ſome- 
No- thing that cannot be called the Air, and therefore muſt be 
ters ſome ſolid Heavenly Body, ſuch as the Moor is. 
10us The Sum of all which is, that the Stork and the Swallow, 
: If are in their Abſence ſaid to be IN the Heavens, becauſs - 
nt ¶ they are not in any other Part of THIS OUR Earth: | 
one if And fince IN the Heaven cannot ſigniſie to be only in the 
uz: Air, where "tis impoſſible for any Creature to reſide for 
nce BW fix Months: together, it remains that theſe Fowls do go 
„& i unto, and remain in ſome one of the Celeſtial Bodies, 
zeir which, (as above has been ſaid) muſt be the Moon, as neareſt 
ky : to them, and bearing moſt Relation to this our Earth, as 
eat clearly appears in the Cepernican Syſtem, | 
laſt W © As to the Seaſons for theſe Fowls coming, they KNOW, 
: of as the Scripture ſays, their appointed Times of Coming to us, 
of W and going from us; ſo that when theſe Seaſons and Times 
hey come, they have an Inſtinct or implanted Natural Faculty, 
lic whereby they take Notice of the Changes of the Air where 
th) they are, or, the Alteration or Abatement of their daily 
and W Food, (as for Example the Nightingale and Swalom find the. 
i: WM Abatement of Flies, & other Inſects they live upon abone 
ing 0#ober, and begins to be plentiful here in April) whereby 
vas they are invited to change Quarter, in order to obtain what 
vs: is more ſuitable to them, or to avoid what is offenſive. 
eir As to the Rarity of the Air, and Diſtance between the 
ers Attraction of this Our Globe and that of the Moon, 
, 4 As all Gravity or Weight is from the Magnetiſm or Attracłion 
of the Earth, (without which a Buſhel of Lead would not 

end WM bt Heavier than a Handful of Feathers) then, the more 

remote from the Earth, the leſs is the Gravity, and by con- 
the ſequence the more Eaſy the Paſfage or progreſſive Motion 
er- WW of rhe Bird, having no Impediment of intrinſick Gravity 
nM or Weight to hinder it. For then the Bird employing 
her none of its Strength to bear up irs Weight, it being out 
Xe of all Attraction between the Two Armoſpheres of Our 
: Globe and the Moon, it may uſe all its WHOLE Strength in 
the its Promotioa forwards, whither by Inftin& it tends. | 

And again the Air between the Two Armoſpheres is thin, 
and makes no manner of Reſiſtance to the Wing: 5 
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and puſh againſt? 


So that the whole. Strength of the Bird is reſerved only 
for its Progreſſive Motion, and by Conſequence the Birds 
Motion in ics, Paſſage is infinitely Eaſier, and'Swifter, than 
the ſwifteſt Motion of any Living Creature in This our 
World can poſſibly be, & this eſpecially ſince their whole 
Journey between the Two Atmoſpheres, wiz. of Ow Globe 
and that of the Moon, is performed without the leaſt Degree 
of. wy Manner of Draw. back or Hindrance from any Gra 
Vvidation, Impediment or Attraction from any Atmoſphere, \ 
they being in Naue, but in their Journey between 70 At- 
moſpheres & that their Journey is made quite out of any At- 


own Weight, or Attraction from any other Body, & more by 
a progreſſive Inſtinct forwards, than by any Aion of their 
_ own, as they act when they move IN an Atmoſphere. 

- Thus a Horle for Example in Running's Race, is bin- 
dred by the Impe 7 797 of its own Weight, but a- Bird 
has no manner af Weight beyond:and out of the Attraction 
& Atmoſphere of either Our Earth, or the Body of the Moon. 

The _ Horſe has the Reſiſtance and Pulſion of the Air, 

the Bird has no ſuch thick Air to xuſn and puſh againſt 
O, 'of an Atmoſphere... And, again, As all Animals are 
ſtronger proportionable to their Bulk, the ſmaller they are. 

So a Flea is certainly proportionable to its Bigneſs the 


fſtrongeſt Creature in the whole World, as clearly appears 


bp its being able to Move and Theo it ſelf forward, infi. 
nitely More times ITS OWN LENGTH, than any other 
living Creature in the World whatſoever beſides can do: 
For if a Horſe for Example had Strength. enough to 
throw _ himſelf forward at one Puſh or Jirk as Many times 
ITS OWN LENGTH. as every Flea that leaps does, 
He would every Motion go near a Quarter of a Mile at Once, 
as by Arithmetical Proportion of the Horſe's Bulk, and a 
Flea's Bulk clearly appears: Which Motion of a Horſe 
(had he Strength enough to move himſelf ſo as a Flea does) 
would carry him a Mile for every fceur Times he moves 
himſelf, which would amount to ſeveral thouſand Miles a Day. 
From whence tis evident, that a Flea is much ſtronger 
propartionab! y to its Bulk, than the ſtrongeſt Horſe in the World. 
"To apply this therefore to our preſent Purpoſe ; A Swal- 
ew or a Nightingale for Example being but very ſmall Birds, 
are by conſequence. proportionable to their Bulk, much 
ſtronger than vaſt greater Animals, and by conſequence, 
how 88 ſwift may they not move forwards, when 
being OUT OF ANY Atmoſphere & Attraction, they have 


no manner of Impediment either Intrinſecal from their own 
Weight and Bulk, or Extrinlecal from Air, to 1 
55 An 


7 


moſphere where there is no manner of Impediment by their Wi 


# 


- U AER. 
And again, we know not Ke ſoon theſe Birds may eren 
at; & meet with the Moon's Attraction, perhaps ſooner than 
we here imagin, which if ſo, will very much forward and 
haſten their Velocity, till they come to their Journies End. 
As for theſe Birds eating during their Journey, they may 
very well be without any Food at all during that Time, 
Becauſe in that Temper & Quality of Climate between 
the TWO Atmoſpheres where they paſs, there is not that 
ſitrous Air to prey upon the Spirits of the Bird, as is 
here below in our ſulphurous thick Air, & by conſequence, 


Iche Spirits of the Bird not conſuming, no Supply of Food 
Wis requiſite. Nay we ſee that here below in our groſs World, 


Bears live upon their Summer Fat all the Winter-long in 
Greenland, without any new.Supply of Food : Now theſe Birds 
being at the Time of their going away, always obſerved to 
be very Fat, Corpulent; Sanguine and Succulent, full of 
Blood and Juices, may by conſequence have their Proviſions 
laid up in nie, vary Bodies for the Voiage, whereas they 
Ire always Lean & Poor at their firſt coming down to us. 
We may draw a very good Conjecture from the particu- 
lar Tameneſs and Familiarity of theſe Birds at their Firſt 
coming to us, they being not art all affraid of US, as other 
Birds that ſtay with us all the Year are, that they are not 
deſtroyed in the Place from whence they come, as they are by 
us, whereas at their going away they are much more wild. 
In the Philoſophical Tranſa#ions for the Year 1725. Mr. Der- 
bam ſpeaking of the Migration of theſe Birds, recommends 
to the R. Society, that they would procure to be obſerved in 
all Parts of the Kingdom the very Day the firſt Approach 
df theſe Migratory Birds ſhou'd be ſeen or heard. 
And to obſerve how the Winds fit at the ſame time, eſ- 
pecially towards the Sea Coaſt : By which will eaſily be 
perceived Whither theſe Birds come from any other Part of 
This Our Earth or not. The Swallow ſays Mr. Derbam about 
e End of March makes a great Out. cry at its firſt coming 
o us, as if he ſaw ſomething ſtrange here, from what he 
aw in the Place from whence he came, which denotes: it 
o be ſome other World, and a new Region from what it 


ame from. 1 | 
| Speedily will be Publiſhed, | 
| Harmacopæia Art hritica, Y a compleat GOUT Di(penſa- 


fory. Setting that Diſtemper in a clearer Light than 


ver hitherto has been done: And how it is cured by cauſ- 
ng the Gouty Humor to come viſibly out of the Pores, and 
hich Cure is to be had Sealed up with Dire tions in Engliſh 
nd French at the Places mentioned in the Practical Scheme 
ven Gratis, &c. 13 „ 
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This Diſpenſatory is printed on a fine Letter, to make it 
come into a Neat Pocket Volume, and at ſo low à Price a 
only Six Pence, that every Venereal Patient may read it 
© it being highly neceſſary they ſnhou d, & is to be had 
Up One Fair of Stairs at the Sign of the Anozyne: Nec bla 
f;or Childrens Teeth next the Roſe Tavern without Temple- Bar: 
Aud the other Places in the practical Scheme Given Gratis, &“ 
een EN 1: £6, n | | 2 
Where is. alſo to be had ERONANIA on the Miſerable 
Conſequences and Effects of the Hainous Crime of Self-D 
;  filegnent (the Ruin and Bane of the Youth of the Nation). 
63s "Ao of the Uſe, Abuſe of, Fruſtrating and Defileing the 
Matriage-Bed, Puniſhed in ER & ONAN Judab's two Sons. 
' __ -» Jemen funllebat in tertam, & idcirco percuſſit eum Dominus, quod 
e DETESTABILEM: faceret. Gen. 38. 10. Ed. Vulg. 
TDhbis Subject is treated from the Law of Nate · Pr. 1 8. ö d. 
The ſame Subject is trkated from Revelation in anothe 
am, Price 3s. PIN IS, 


